Intrahepatic vein fetal blood sampling: current role in prenatal diagnosis.
To identify the site of fetal blood sampling (FBS) with lesser complications; and also analyses the reasons for targetting the intrahepatic vein (IHV) for FBS. Fetal blood sampling (FBS) performed on 382 women over a period of 7 years at the National University Hospital, Singapore was analysed. FBS was performed from 13 weeks of gestational age onwards. In 76.4% (292 of 382) the intrahepatic part of the umbilical vein (IHV) was targetted; in 18.3% (70 of 382) percutaneous umbilical cord sampling (PUBS) was performed; in 5.2% (20 of 382) cardiocentesis was performed to obtain fetal blood. Multivariate analysis showed an increase in odds of fetal loss for umbilical cord and cardiocentesis groups compared with the IHV FBS group. It was statistically significant (p < 0.01) only in the cardiocentesis group for fetal loss at < 2 weeks of performing the procedure.